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100 YEARS  
OF COMMUNITY SERVICE



	
In 1902, the Oyster Bay Town Board 
granted a franchise to the privately owned 
Nassau Water Company to establish a 
water works company. It was located on 
a small triangle of land located just west 
of Broadway, between Old Country Road 
and West Carl Street. The Nassau Water 
Company served the district for almost 
20 years, but the residents of Hicksville 
felt the utility was being mismanaged 
and complained about the service. Those 
complaints were justified as the water 
mains were badly rusted, causing clothes 
and cooking utensils to become stained. 
Frustrated by the company’s inability to 
provide adequate service, 700 of the 4,500 
local residents got together and petitioned 
the Oyster Bay Town Board in support 
of forming their own “Hicksville” Water 
District. The measure was passed on  
August 30, 1921. 



Martin Luther King Jr. Day 
District Office Closed

Regular Meeting of the Board 
5:00 PM

Regular Meeting of the Board 
5:00 PM

New Year’s Day



During that August 30, 1921 meeting, Ernest Franke, William I. 
Magill and August P. Deppisch were elected as the first water 
Commissioners of the new water district. 

They held their first meeting at an office in the Nassau Lumber Company on September 
2, 1921. In the summer of 1923, almost 5 acres near the railroad tracks on Bethpage 
Road were purchased from George Blyman for the price of $6,000. The Karlson & 
Lee Company was then hired to dig two 150-foot wells and build the district’s first 
administration building. Soon, the new wells were producing 2 million gallons of water a 
year, traveling through 17 miles of new pipelines. Pictured here are the Commissioners 
as well as the first office.



Regular Meeting of the Board 
5:00 PM

Groundhog DayNational Freedom Day

President’s Day 
District Office Closed

George Washington’s 
Birthday

Valentine’s Day

Abraham Lincoln’s Birthday 
Chinese Lunar New Year

Regular Meeting of the Board 
5:00 PM

BLACK HISTORY MONTH



Pictured here is the original staff, office, and 
garage of the Hicksville Water District. Since  
its inception, the District continues to work  
hard to ensure proper water distribution and 
safety for its residents.

L-R: Fred Kaiser, Frederick 
Davidson, Shirley Hicks 
(1st Superintendent), 
Commissioner Ernest 
Francke, Commissioner 
John Puvogel. Seated; 
Commissioner August 
Deppisch and Commissioner 
William I. Magill

Frederick Davidson (1st District Clerk and future 
Superintendent) seated in foreground with Fred Kaiser 
(1st Office Clerk).



Regular Meeting of the Board 
5:00 PM

St. Patrick’s Day

Regular Meeting of the Board 
5:00 PMDaylight Savings Starts

Passover Begins

World Water Day

GROUNDWATER AWARENESS WEEK



	

Wells are the  
backbone of the  
Hicksville Water District 
Pictured here are various 
construction sites throughout the 
service territory and the technology 
installed at well sites that set the 
precedent for water pumping today.



April Fool’s Day

Tax Day

Good Friday  
District Office Closed

Regular Meeting of the Board 
5:00 PM

Regular Meeting of the Board 
5:00 PM Arbor Day

Easter MondayEaster



Shirley Hicks 

1924-1943

Richard Woodwell 

1983-1998

Frederick Davidson 

1943-1962

William Schuckmann 

1998-2010

Harold Hauxhurst 

1963-1974

Anthony Iannone 

2011-2019

Louis Dettloff 

1975-1982

Paul Granger 

2019-Present

	

Superintendents of the Hicksville Water District



Regular Meeting of the Board 
5:00 PMMother’s Day

Memorial Day 
District Office Closed

Regular Meeting of the Board 
5:00 PM

AWWA WATER WEEK



	

Today, we have 15 wells 
that are constantly in use 
to distribute the public 
water supply to residents.



Regular Meeting of the Board 
5:00 PM

Juneteenth HolidayDistrict Office Closed Flag Day

Father’s Day
Regular Meeting of the Board 
5:00 PM



Pictured here is the evolution 
of Hicksville Water District 
towers from its original 
construction in 1926 to today.



Regular Meeting of the Board 
5:00 PMDistrict Office Closed Independence Day

Regular Meeting of the Board 
5:00 PM



Karl Schweitzer 
2003-Present

Nicholas Brigandi 
1980-Present

William Schuckmann 
2014-Present

William I. Magill 
1921-33

	
Ernest Francke 

1921-28

	 August P. Deppisch 
1921-38

	

William Cisler 
1951-72

	
George Kunz 

1955-69

	

John Puvogel 
1928-43

William Rennie 
1933-42

	

Stanford Weiss 
1972-1984

	
Arnold Jeanson  

1969-1975 	
Edward Schulter Jr. 

1969-75
Rich Humann 
1984-2008

Warren Uss 
2008-14

	 Gilbert Cusick 
1975-2003

	

Harry Borley 
1941-80

	
Charles Colthurst 

1943-55

	
Lawrence Bevan 

1942-49
	

not pictured:

George Kopp  
(1938-1941)

Lawrence Bevan Jr. 
(1949-1951)

Commissioners of the Hicksville Water District



Regular Meeting of the Board 
5:00 PM

Regular Meeting of the Board 
5:00 PM

Hicksville Water District was 
formed (1921)

WATER QUALITY MONTH



	

	

	

Water production plants are extremely important 
in ensuring your water remains safe. They house 
all of the necessary treatment systems which 
constantly test water samples as well as rid it from 
any contaminants. Recently, the Hicksville Water 
District has been installing advanced oxidation 
process (AOP) and granular activated carbon (GAC) 
systems, in order to completely rid the water supply 
of 1,4-dioxane, perfluorooctanoic acid (PFOA), 
perfluorooctane sulfonate (PFOS), and other 
emerging contaminants. 



Regular Meeting of the Board 
5:00 PM Yom Kippur

Rosh Hashana Begins District Budget Hearing

First Ever Hicksville Water 
District Board Meeting (1921)

Regular Meeting of the Board 
5:00 PM

Labor Day 
District Closed



	

	
	

One thing that has remained 
constant in the past one hundred 
years is the dedication of our 
employees. They are the heart and soul of the 
District, constantly working on the front lines to fix 
any water main breaks or manage the plants which 
distribute only the cleanest and healthiest water to 
the residents.



Regular Meeting of the Board 
5:00 PM

A Day Without Water

Columbus Day 
District Closed

Halloween

Regular Meeting of the Board 
5:00 PM National First Responder Day

BREAST CANCER  
AWARENESS MONTH



The Hicksville Water District is 
always prepared to tackle any 
water-related emergency.
In the event of a water main break, our 
crews our dispatched quickly to the scene 
and immediately begin work to restore clean 
water to our residents. Shown here is a typical 
District response to a break, and their abrupt 
construction in order to fix it.



Election Day Diwali Begins

Veterans Day 
District Closed

Regular Meeting of the Board 
5:00 PMDaylight Savings Ends

Thanksgiving Day 
District Closed

Regular Meeting of the Board 
5:00 PM

First Day of Hanukkah

District Closed



No matter the weather, 
the Hicksville Water 
District is committed to 
serving its community 
the highest quality water 
possible. 
We are honored to have served this 
community for one hundred years, 
and we look forward to continuing 
ensuring only the best and safest 
water flows through Hicksville for the 
next one hundred years and more.



Pearl Harbor  
Remembrance Day

Commissioner Elections 
3:00 PM-9:00 PM

Regular Meeting of the Board 
5:00 PM

Regular Meeting of the Board 
5:00 PM

New Year’s Eve 
District ClosedKwanzaa Begins

Christmas Day 
District Closed

Christmas Eve 
District Closes at 11:30 AM
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Nassau Sprinkling Regulations
• Use of water for irrigation purposes for lawns, 

shrubs, trees, plants and vegetation of any type is 
regulated by Nassau County.

• Absolutely No Watering Is Allowed Between  
10 AM AND 4 PM.

• Sprinkling is permitted all other hours under the 
following guidelines:

· Residents With Even House Numbers And  
Those Without Numbered Addresses May  
Water On Even Dates.

· Residents With Odd House Numbers May  
Water On Odd Dates.

• These rules apply to automatic, time-controlled 
sprinkler systems as well as manually-operated  
hose sprinkling.

Water Conservation Tips
• Fix leaky faucets and plumbing joints will saves  

20 gallons per day for every leak stopped

• Don’t run the hose while washing your car and  
it will save 150 gallons

• Install water-saving shower heads and save  
500 to 800 gallons per month

• Run only full loads in the washing machine and 
dishwasher and it will save 300 to 800 gallons  
per month

• Shorten your showers. Even a one or two minute 
reduction can save up to 700 gallons per month

• Use a broom instead of a hose to clean driveways 
and sidewalks and save 150 gallons or more  
each time

• Don’t water the sidewalks, driveway or gutter. 
Adjust your sprinklers so that water lands on your 
lawn or garden where it belongs—and only there. 
Saves 500 gallons per month

Backflow Testing Requirements
New York State law mandates the installation of 
backflow devices on all appliances attached to the 
public water system like underground irrigation 
systems, swimming pools, dark rooms and solar 
heating systems. The devices must be tested annually 
by a certified tester and the results filed with the 
Hicksville Water District.

Water Meter Reading Made Easy
As part of the Hicksville Water District’s continued 
commitment to servicing each of its residents, the 
District is in the process of installing new, digital 
water meters in each of our homes and residences. 
These new, digital readers will connect with the 
online app, EyeOnWater®, through which, residents 
can monitor their water usage, establish leak alerts to 
warn of potential issues and increase their potential 
to save money on water bills.

Hicksville Water District 
4 Dean Street 
Hicksville, NY 11801 USA 
(516) 931-0184 
(516) 931-6506 (Fax)

WWW.HICKSVILLEWATER.ORG

Board Meetings 
Board Meetings Second and fourth Tuesday of the month at 5 p.m.  
at the District office, unless otherwise announced

Business Hours 
8 a.m. to 4 p.m. weekdays

Superintendent: Paul J. Granger 
Office Manager: Vincent Abbatiello 
Foreman: Jason Tare 
Supervisor: Daniel Brennan 
Board Clerk: Jennifer Sbrocco

Commissioners 
Karl M. Schweitzer, Chairman 
Nicholas J. Brigandi, Secretary 
William E. Schuckmann, Treasurer

24-Hour Emergency Number 
(516) 931-0184

Member 
American Water Works Association 
Long Island Water Conference 
Nassau-Suffolk Water Commissioners Association


